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CHRISTMAS AT
FIRST BAPTIST

November 29th - 1st Sunday of Advent

December 6 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Younger Childrens choirs sing
Granite City Ringers play

December 13 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Festival of Lessons and Carols with Chancel
Choir, String quartet & Handbells

December 16 - Children’s music and pageant
Menu: Baked Ham
call church office for reservations

December 20 - 4th Sunday of Advent
Granite City Ringers play

December 24 - Christmas Eve
Candlelight service and Communion Service

December 25 - Christmas Day

Week of Prayer for International Missions
November 29—December 6

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

WiSE T

embrace
the world
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“Sharing love, Sharing hope”

Jesus said to them again, “As the Father has
sent me, so | send you.” John 20:21

PRAY! GIVE! Our church goal: $5000

FLAG PROCESSIONAL FOR INTERNATIONAL
MISSIONS is this Sunday, November 30.

All children are asked to gather in the Kids Korner
classroom after Sunday School to march into worship,
after which they will join their parents.

SANCTUARY POINSETTIAS

If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas by placing one or more poinsettias in honor or
memory of someone special, watch for the order forms in
upcoming Announcers. Cost is $9.25 each and must be
reserved by December 1.

In memory of __ or in honor of __(check one)
Name
Given by

“No Room at the Inn”

On December 5th & 12th, 2009, the Cody Kirsch Family
Team for Relay for Life will be sponsoring a Nativity Scene
display at FBC from 9am to 5pm. This is a large display
with a little over 200 in all. Donations will be accepted and
all collected goes to the American Cancer Society. For
further info. Please see the flyer on the
bulletin board outside the church office.




PASTOR TO PEOPLE

Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina

There is no mission report that stirs the heart like
one from Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina. Dr.
Michael Blackwell, President, and Brenda Gray, Executive
Vice President for Development and Communications, have
both been in our church in recent years. Thanksgiving is
the usual time for the annual offering in many churches
across the state. Instead of promoting a special offering we
have a line item for them in our budget. We also support
them through the cooperative missions section of our
budget. (Both the SBC and CBF choices include Baptist
Children’'s Homes.) It is important for us to be informed
about this vital ministry. On the glass table in the
Breezeway there are some fliers that tell the story of
Roberta, who along with her sister and brother, suffered
severe abuse. Intervention would eventually result in their
going into foster care and then to Baptist Children’s Homes.
Roberta, who is now a loving parent herself, says, “When |
came, | met people who loved and accepted me. | came to
know the Lord here.” It is important for us to be a part of
helping to provide quality, loving care for children in crisis.

Global Missions

We recently received a certificate and a letter of
thanks for our participation in this past year's Global Mission
Offering, which totaled $4.8 million. Partnering together
with many other churches, we helped to demonstrate the
love of Christ to many people all over the world. Here are a
few examples: loving care to HIV/Aids patients in New York
City, comparable to the “untouchable” lepers of New
Testament times; education for marginalized Roma children
and teens in Eastern Europe; groups of women in India
learning to sew so they can support their families; medical
treatment by means of a boat floating along remote rivers in
Southeast Asia; clean drinking water for thousands in
remote African villages; many who have not previously
known the love of Jesus now know him personally.

As we approach this season of emphasis on
Christian mission around the world, we who have been
blessed so abundantly have an opportunity to share for
others. Our church gives us the choice of giving either
through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering of the Southern
Baptist Convention, or through the Global Missions Offering
of the Cooperative Fellowship.

Gratefully Your Pastor,

Roger

BULLETIN BOARD

Please Come to Dinner
December 4

Menu: Baked Spaghetti

ALL | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS...

...a cow to provide milk for my family.
= For a second year FBCYouth and the BIG Kids
HEFERIZEES. (this year for the first time) are encouraging
you to make a donation to Heifer International this holiday
season. Last year, over $1000 was donated and we were
able to provide a Milk Menagerie for a village. (A Milk
Menagerie is a Heifer, Water Buffalo and two goats) We
will be collecting through Christmas and would love your
support of this fantastic project.

...an Angel Tree Gift
FBC Youth will also be sponsoring Angel Tree gifts
for children and adults with disabilities. More details
at a later date.

ANGEL TREE

COMFORTABLE CHAIR NEEDED

Blue Ridge CareNet Counseling Center is in Q
need of a nice comfortable chair. If you have [%/
Q’Hﬁ

one that you would like to donate, please call
Becky Keesler @ 789-3007.
Friends Feeding Friends Christmas Bags
G There is still time to include Feeding Friends
_f Christmas_ Bags in your holida_y giving. We will
be preparing bags for both children and adults.
You may bring small gifts for either by the
church office, or you may contribute money by marking your
envelope “Feeding Friends Christmas Gift.” Please turn in
your contribution by the first week of December.

PRIMETIMERS FORT CASWELL BAPTIST RETREAT
“CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA” FOR SENIOR ADULTS

THREE DAYS, TWO NIGHTS, DEC. 2, 3, & 4, COST $146.

Bus leaves church at 8am. We have 30 reservations and we now
have 22 signed up. All reservations & money must be paid to
the church by November 30. If spaces remain they will be
offered to other church members or others. For additional
information call Clarence Goings at 783-9165 or Pat Vaughan at
374-3168.

Caring and Sharing in Our Church Family
1 Corinthians 12:14 and 26
Write a note, make a telephone call, or pay a visit to the
following:
HOSPITAL
Iva Marshall—Northern
SYMPATHY
To the family of Norfleet Umstead
To Carol Simmons in death of her mother Lettie Woodruff
HOMEBOUND
June Loftis
2109 Heatherstone Ln., Mt. Airy
Frank Marquet
3156 Westfield Rd., Mt. Airy
COLLEGE
Deyton Rogers
129 Schultz Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1506
Sarah Speight
2343 Wards Gap Rd., Mt. Airy




Chris Column

Opportunity...Responsibility

It was a privilege to see three baptisms this Sunday. | hope you
don’t miss the significance of that. It is among the things that
make us the distinct people we are here at First BAPTIST Church.
Throughout our town & county, there are many good churches.
Over the years we have even traded members with some of them.
But, one of the most important things about our identity as a local
church is that we practice Believer's Baptism by Immersion.
Though this is a practice that varies in some Baptist churches, it is
one that we should own, revere and celebrate if we are going to
implore the people who are important to this church to participate
in the ordinance.

Among the beauties of being Baptist is that our local church polity
allows for localized practices. Though | have been a part of
churches that were both more closed and more open about their
practices, | am thankful for the opportunity to see these practices
localized.

But, we must remember that with opportunity comes
responsibility. When we have adults who have already been
professing faith in Christ with their life, move membership from a
different denomination, we must celebrate their act of faith and be
honored by their desire to share in our ordinances. Though there
are some that may see their Baptism simply as an initiation rite,
we must believe that if we are going to implore this practice, we
do so because of the difference it makes in one’s life and faith to
take the step.

| don't believe Believer's Baptism by immersion is one of those
things that is going to be on the check-list as we arrive at the
gates of heaven, but | do believe that when we do it, it should
make a difference here on earth. | hope we will all do our part to
make this so for our recent and future baptized members.

Book Club

Join us for our final book of 2009, The Last Lecture. We will
meet to discuss on December 2 at 6:30 in the Basement.
Several copies are available through the office for $10.

Youth News

Angel Tree
Join us in Sunday School this week as we assemble and
decorate the Youth Sponsored Angel Tree.

y.
y. Resumes on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 7:45pm. We will also
meet on the 9" and 16™. Same time. See you then.

Big Kids News

M-n-M
We will resume on Dec 2. at 6:30. On Dec 9, we will plan to sing
some carols for our friends at Ridgecrest and then on the 16",
we will participate in the Nativity plan. More details on that later.

Grace Notes

Happy New Year! | haven't really lost my mind
or my calendar, but the Christian year begins with the
first Sunday in Advent. Following this different
calendar reminds us that we follow a different timeline
than the rest of the world because we are set apart;
our kingdom is not of this world. Our reading, singing
and praying will reflect the longing for the Messiah felt
by believers ancient and contemporary. Christ has
come, but we should long for him to come anew to us
at this beginning of the church year. Be present for all
our Advent services as we prepare to accept the
Messiah’s claim on our lives.

Each Sunday of Advent will feature music
appropriate to the season; | refer you to the listing on
the front page of this newsletter. Each Sunday we will
sing a song together as the Advent candle is lit. Itis a
simple, joyous song about the coming of Emmanuel
and God’s kingdom. Listen the first time if you need
to, but you can quickly learn it and join in.

Again, Happy New Year!
Sing to the Lord,

Linda

VOCE Christmas Concert
Saturday afternoon, December 5 @
3:00pm
Andy Griffith Playhouse
FREE ADMISSION
Selection of Holiday favorites featuring:
Christmas Cantata (Sinfonia Sacra)
by Daniel Pinkham with brass ensemble
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Gift Workshop, Rescheduled November 29
On 3:00pm, this Sunday, come make & wrap
gifts for family or homebound members. Choose
from a variety of gifts including a canister card
holder, a Christmas card ornament, a snowman,
an Angel pin, a stocking, spiced tea, etc. This
workshop is not just for children but for all ages.
enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and fun!

Come

Children’s Moment and Kids Korner Changes

A few months ago, the staff and Worship Nursery Committee
began a conversation about the placement of the Children’s Mo-
ment in Worship. As a result, beginning with the first Sunday of
Advent, November 29, we will be moving the Children’s Moment
to later in the service. The biggest advantage to this move is
that is gives us as a church more time to teach our children
through participation in the worship service. Most weeks, they
will remain in the service until after the offertory, which will give
them a chance to participate in more hymns, readings, and
prayers. We believe that in the long run, this is a great decision
for our children as we all work together to teach them to and
about worship.

i
A
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, thoughts & visits
during the death of my sister-in-law. | am so thankful to
work with such a wonderful church family.

Love Heather Sawyers and Family

Dear Kitchen Committee,

What a beautiful meal you prepared for the Mt. Airy
CareNet Volunteers! Everyone appreciated your efforts
so very much.

Rachel Hill




Statistics Date: 11-22-09
Sunday School Enroliment 369
Sunday School Attendance 177
Worship Attendance 242
Tithes and Offerings This Week To Date
Weekly Needs $9,558.00 $449,226.00
Budget Offering $7,898.94 $432,966.52
Amount Needed/Budget $1,659.06 $16,259.48
Designations $9,750.33 $154,343.70
Total Offering $17,649.27 $587,310.22
Designations
Building Fund $2,754.00
Wednesday Night Meals $446.00
Miscellaneous $3,798.00
Designated Missions $510.00
Thanksgiving Meall $2,242.33
Loan
Building Fund Bal to Date $9,020.00
Loan Bal as of 11-9-09

Building 254,436.53

Bus 29,842.90
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Memorials And Honorariums
Building Fund
In memory of Norfleet Umstead by:
John & Bobbie Collins
David & Betty Jones
Jack Loftis
General Fund
In memory of Norfleet Umstead by:
Bill & Ann Anderson
Ben Brannock Bus Fund
In memory of Norfleet Umstead by:
Larry & Barbara Blood
Carol Dunning
Mildred Glenn
Bray Poplin Sunday School Class
E.G.Wynne Sunday School Class
In honor of Dot Brannock by:
Olive Riggs
Special Music
In honor of Jerry & Joyce Simmons by:
Jim & Sandra Redman
Thanksgiving Meals
In memory of Ann Honeycutt by:
Nelda Thomas

DEACONS OF THE WEEK
Sam & Susan Gentry
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The Week Ahead

SUNDAY, November 29, 2009

9:15am  Prayer Time—Kudzu Room
9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am **The Church at Worship & Praise
Week of Prayer for International Missions starts
Flag Processional
1st Sunday of Advent
3:00pm  Gift Workshop rescheduled
4:00pm  Chancel Choir Christmas rehearsal
5:30pm  Granite City Ringers

TUESDAY, December 1, 2009
11:00am  Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY, December 2, 2009
8:00am Bus leaves for PrimeTimers Caswell Trip
5:00pm Children’s Choir/Preschool Missions
5:45pm Family Night Meal- Reservations by 4pm Tues
6:30pm  Children’s Missions, M-n-M for Big Kids
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:45pm y. - Youth Bible study
THURSDAY, December 3, 2009
5:30pm *Feeding Friends Meal—Fellowship Hall
6:30pm  Prayer Shawl—Fireside
7:00pm *Boy Scouts—Scout Hut
FRIDAY, December 4, 2009
PrimeTimers return from Caswell Trip
SATURDAY, December 5, 2009
9:00pm Nativity Scene display from 9:00am—5:00pm
SUNDAY, December 6, 2009

9:15am  Prayer Time—Kudzu Room
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  **The Church at Worship & Praise
5:00pm Diaconate Meeting
5:30pm  Granite City Ringers

*Community Ministry **Hearing Assists / Valet Parking Available
upon request - Wheelchair spaces available in the sanctuary for the
convenience of those who need to stay in their chair.

OPEN DATES IN FLOWER CALENDAR

FOR 2010
The following dates are open:
1) March 21
2) June 6 3) June 13
If you would like to place flowers in the . 3-*‘&'5“*
sanctuary for one of these dates please call "+ ‘g&{g‘,g.@
Inglis Rowe at 789-4854. ‘V&Pﬂ
Ministry for Sunday, November 29: Sermon: Dr. Roger

Gilbert; Scripture: | Thessalonians 3:6-13; Sunday School
Greeters: Don & Nancy Twitty; After Worship Greeters: Sam
& Susan Gentry; Kid’s Korner: Derek & Jeannie Slate; Nursery
Workers: Abby & Elly Bledsoe, Denise Chappell & Natalie Aho;
Sound: Wes Parker, James Hayes

Church Staff:
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