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Includes lodging, four meals, tickets to Carolina
Opry Christmas show in Myrtle Beach, guest
speaker Phyllis Elvington, music, crafts, group
fun & games. Price is based on double
occupancy, Bus leaves church at 8am. We have
30 reservations and we now have 22 signed up.
All reservations & money must be paid to the
church by November 30. If spaces remain they
will be offered to other church members or
others. For additional information call Clarence
Goings at 783-9165 or Pat Vaughan at 374-
3168.

Christmas by the Sea

If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas by placing one or more poinsettias in honor or
memory of someone special, watch for the order forms in
upcoming Announcers. Cost is $9.25 each and must be
reserved by December 1.

In memory of __ orin honor of __(check one)
Name
Given by

LAST CHANCE TO HELP the Joanne
Jordan Memorial Thanksgiving Meal
Project

* This Sunday, Nov. 22 is the deadline for volunteer delivery
drivers to sign up and donations to be made.

* For the 16th year, the Emmanuel Sunday School Class, of
the First Baptist Church of Mt. Airy, will be delivering turkey
meals on Wednesday, November 25, to less fortunate families
in our area.

* Each meal consists of a 10-12 Ib. turkey, dressing, gravy,
sweet potatoes, macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce,
dinner rolls, and a pumpkin pie. These meals are prepared
and boxed by a local grocery store.

* The amount of food for each meal is enough to feed a family
of 4-5 people.

* This is the 12th year that 1 copy of the New Testament will
be sent with each meal.

* An amount of $33.00 is a suggested donation amount that
would cover the cost of 1 boxed meal (for a family of 4-5), and
1 New Testament. Any extra amount will be used to buy more
meals. ALL DONATIONS ARE USED TOWARD THIS
PROJECT, AND THERE ARE NO ADMINISTRATIVE FEES.

* Over the past 15 years, the First Baptist Church and other
area churches, have helped feed and minister to a total of
around 2084 local area families, approximately 7582 total
area children and adults.

* Volunteers are also welcome to help deliver the meals. If
any church group would like to help deliver, they can call the
First Baptist Church at 786-5185 for more details.

* If any church group or individual would like to make a
donation, they can mail a check, made out to “FBC-
Thanksgiving Meals”, to First Baptist Church, 714 N. Main
St., Mt. Airy, N.C. 27030, or bring it by the church office.

* Your donation will be greatly appreciated by those families
who realize that area churches really do care about the needs
of others.

**CHURCH VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
TO DELIVER***

* For further information, please call First Baptist Church at
786 - 5185




Many years ago a friend in my first pastorate gave me the
book, A Touch of Wonder, by Arthur Gordon. | read the
book and thought it was a good one. Some time later |
began to read it more slowly, and began to realize that for
me, it was not just a good book. It was and is a treasure.
The writer shares little stories of events, experiences,
encounters, and conversations in his life that have been
lessons and blessings for him. Many of the stories involve
encounters with people and what he has learned from them.
The setting is often from his experience in nature. Because
of my own love of the natural world, these stories connect
with me in ways that they may not for others. Over the
years | have read the book numerous times, shared it with
others, and continue to be blessed by it.

| believe that all of us have many experiences that
are similar to those that Arthur Gordon shares in his book.
We may or may not be alert to the messages and life
enriching lessons that ordinary experiences make available
to us. One of the dimensions of spiritual growth is that we
become more alert to the world around us and see God at
work in the daily things we previously did not even notice. |
recently have been thinking a lot about some of the images
from various sources that have become a part of me and
have helped me in the journey of life and faith. | want to
share one with you here.

In Mark 1:35 it is recorded “And in the morning, a
great while before day, he rose up and went out to a lonely
place to pray.” That passage is a reminder that Jesus, the
Son of God, made it a pattern of his life to get away from the
crowds and be quiet and still in prayer. A particular image
of that truth comes from a grand old preacher of another
day, Halford Luccock, in The Interpreter’s Bible (Vol. 7, p.
665). In commenting on Jesus’ pattern of prayer, Luccock
writes the following: For him this lonely place was not a
passive scene. He was as active here as in healing the
throng which crowded about him. Prayer is the highest
activity of mind and spirit. True activity is never rightly
measured by noise or motion. The flower or tree, on a quiet
summer’s day, when nothing seems to be happening, is
busy in the highest degree. It is opening itself to the unseen
forces of its environment, having commerce with the sky in
the form of sunlight, air, and rain, and is thus fulfilling its
destiny. That, for Jesus, was the secret of sustained life
and power, that opening of his soul to the unseen force of
his environment---God. It is for man the secret of the
sustained life of the spirit.

Did you hear (and see) what Luccock is saying?
Prayer is not just talking to God. It is not just begging of
God. Prayer is the highest activity of mind and
spirit....opening our soul to the unseen force of our
environment----God.... fulfilling our destiny.

Since that image took hold of me, trees have taken
on a new meaning. Sometimes the tree is a young one with
springy branches. Sometimes it is an old gnarled one that
bears the marks of many seasons and storms. See that
tree, its branches spread out to the heavens and its roots
anchored deep in the soil.
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= For a second year FBCYouth and the BIG Kids
HEFERIZESSL. (this year for the first time) are encouraging
you to make a donation to Heifer International this holiday
season. Last year, over $1000 was donated and we were
able to provide a Milk Menagerie for a village. (A Milk
Menagerie is a Heifer, Water Buffalo and two goats) We
will be collecting through Christmas and would love your
support of this fantastic project.

2) .8"70"96+"/ 4TH)"# 8+#.5/). 8¥(
Our shoeboxes are on their way to the distribution centers
and will be passed out to children around the world.
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FBC Youth will also be sponsoring Angel Tree gifts
A for children and adults with disabilities. More details
at a later date.

ANGEL TREE

Caring and Sharing in Our Church Family
1 Corinthians 12:14 and 26

Write a note, make a telephone call, or pay a visit to the following:
HOSPITAL
Willodene Hatcher—Northern
Ryan Parker—Forsyth

SYMPATHY
To Mack Hodges, Jr in death of his father, Mack Hodges, Sr.
To Heather Sawyers in death of her sister-in-law, Tammy Newman
To Katie Jordan in death of her sister, Hazel Key Schoonmaker
To Shasta Brown in death of her mother, Bonnie Bodie
HOMEBOUND
Joe Joyce
Northern Hospital Skilled Care #332
830 Rockford Street, Mt. Airy
Lillian Kirkman
221 Glen Echo Trl., Mt. Airy
COLLEGE
Ryan Niland
Wake Forest University, Campus Box 28835
1834 Wake Forest Drive, Winston-Salem, NC 27109-8758
Lauren Parker
St. Andrews Presbyterian College, PMB #5031
300 Belk Circle
Laurinburg, NC 28352-3650
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It is just standing there---open to God'’s resources which
will enable it to achieve its highest destiny. Look at the
tree, and like the tree, be still, be open to the resources
God supplies.

Grace and peace,

Roger
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Holidays are Here!

Have you heard, “in this economy...” lately? In my world, it
is a refrain that echoes daily. But, even in this economy
Starbucks Cups have turned red, College Basketball is
back on TV, and seasonal music and food has hit the
stores. Sure, this year will be a little different because
everyone is cutting back, and to a certain extent, that might
be good. But, if you can give to help those in need, | hope
we will not cut back there. In the coming days, our Tree
will be covered in Angels, Turkeys that are delivered that
need to be paid for and there are still millions of people in
the world who would benefit from a cow and the sponsored
Heifer Project offering.

There are many ways to give to help others during these
holidays...may we not cut back on our opportunities to
help if we are still able.
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Angel Tree
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It is Angel Tree time. Soon, in Sunday School, we will put
together the tree and place the angels. We are looking
forward to leading our congregation in this project again.
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We will resume on Dec 2. at 7:45. Happy Crowder*Band-
Thanksgiving Break.
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Have a Happy Thanksgiving next week. We will resume
on December 2 at 6:30pm. Coming in December: Starting
Advent, Caroling at Ridgecrest, & our Annual Christmas
Pageant on the 16", Also, plans are in the works for a
Christmas Gathering/Party.
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Join us for our final book of 2009, The Last Lecture. We
will meet to discuss on December 2 at 6:30 in the
Basement. Several copies are available through the office
for $10.
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We are about to get on the wild roller coaster
ride that is the holiday season. Actually, | think | am
already on it, and my brakes don’t do much to slow the
ride down! | really want to experience each moment,
starting with Thanksgiving. It has always been my
favorite holiday; there is not quite the exhaustion of
Christmas and it is easier to focus on the many things
for which | am truly grateful.

This Sunday Young Musicians, Chancel Choir
and Granite City ringers will read, sing and play music
of thankfulness. We will baptize three of our precious
members, always a reason for rejoicing. On the
Christian calendar it is Christ the King Sunday, the last
Sunday before Advent. Thinking of Christ our King,
the one who “was and is and is to come,” is the best
way to spend a Sunday before Thanksgiving.

Next Sunday will begin Advent, the time of
waiting for Christ to come anew to us. With it will come
the music all of our musical groups have prepared.
Watch the newsletter next week for a listing of special
music.

Sing to the Lord!

Linda
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Children, Youth and Adults are invited to
come together on Sunday Nov. 22 to
"3 make gifts for not only their own family
members but also for the homebound
members and others who might need a
little extra cheer during the upcoming holiday
season. We will meet from 3-5 p.m in the Fellowship
Hall. A minimal cost of $10 per crafter is requested to
cover the supplies. Please sign up in the office as
soon as possible.

On December 5th & 12th, 2009, the Cody Kirsch Family Team
for Relay for Life will be sponsoringa " "'/ )$ $8" ##
at FBC from 9am to 5pm. This is a large display of nativity
scenes with a little over 200 in all .
Donations will be accepted and all collected x ‘Y
goes to the American Cancer Society. For ('F*glﬁAl:leE
further info. Please see the flyer on the p—
bulletin board outside the church office. *m;
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, thoughts and
visits since | broke my hip. We want to thank you
especially for the beautiful prayer shawls that Dr.
Gilbert brought us on your behalf. We will continue to
treasure them. We are grateful to be a part of this
wonderful church family.

Maude & Howard Morris

Martha Morgan




Statistics Date: 11-15-09
Sunday School Enroliment 369
Sunday School Attendance 142
Worship Attendance 220
Tithes and Offerings 8. ""5 D '
Weekly Needs $9,558.00 $439,668.00
Budget Offering $7,214.58 $425,067.58
Amount Needed/Budget $2,343.42 $14,600.42
Designations $3,916.11 $144,593.37
Total Offering $11,130.69 $569,660.95
Designations
Building Fund $1,250.00
Wednesday Night Meals $.00
Miscellaneous $905.25
Designated Missions $282.00
Thanksgiving Meal $978.86
Perpetual Fund $500.00
Loan
Building Fund Bal to Date $6,266.00
Loan Bal as of 11-9-09

Building 254,436.53

Bus 29,842.90
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Barbara & Charles Hill
Thanksgiving Meals
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Louise Hill and Family

The Week 19hecad
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9:15am  Prayer Time—Kudzu Room
9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am  **The Church at Worship & Praise
Baptism of Tony & Andi Morris & Lone Cooke
3:00pm  Annual Gift Workshop (3:00—5:00)
4:00pm  Chancel Choir Christmas Rehearsal
5:30pm  Granite City Ringers
"-"/0%+ 220
11:00am  Staff Meeting
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Emmanuel class delivers turkey dinners
No Further Church Activities (Holiday Break)
_r/0%+ 1770 8)#H5.:ii-W#: )7
Office Closed—Holiday
No Friends Feeding Friends & No Boy Scouts
12:00pm Thanksgiving Meal (by Friends for a Brighter

Community)
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7 Blue Ridge CareNet Counseling Center is in need of a

g nice comfortable chair. If you have one that you

2% would like to donate, please call Becky Keesler @
1P 789-3007
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There is still time to include Feeding Friends Christmas >
Bags in your holiday giving. We will be preparing bags i\u
for both children and adults. You may bring small gifts
for either by the church office, or you may contribute money by
marking your envelope “Feeding Friends Christmas Gift.”
Please turn in your contribution by the first week of December.
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The following dates are open: ,%\.;%
1) March 21 2) May 16 i
3)June6  4)June 13 R

If you would like to place flowers in = \*’:.*’.".',}v"‘\

the sanctuary for one of these dates ° ‘.:;@..‘(""
lease call Inglis Rowe at 789-4854. S \Pelc)
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L7 6y &#QOT7 "-*/0"+ 1< Sermon: Dr. Roger
Gilbert; Scripture: John 18:33-37; Rev. 1:4-8 &#(Q7 ,8™""*
+""$"+.< Larry & Barbara Blood; 65"+ +.8#4 +7"§%+.<

Harry Dowell & Chris Beamer; ;#(. ;"+#"+ Joel & Wendy
Harmon &+."+7  "+5"+.< Benny & Gina Brannock, Linda
Hiatt, Robin Draughn; "'&#(< Danny Judd & Andy Webb
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