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Christmas Already?? 
Have you started to notice the Christmas displays going up 
in the stores around town? Of course, they have a marketing 
goal to push Christmas shopping to the front of our minds. 
But what about the church? Have we started to do any 
preparation for the remembrance of the coming of our 
Savior? We are, after all, only a month away from the start of 
Advent! 

 

The Discipleship Committee presents: 
 the first Advent Wreath Workshop - 

Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 pm. 
 

The church recognizes the season of Advent as a time for us 
to prepare our hearts and minds for Jesus’ birth. One symbol 
we use is the Advent Wreath, and we light a different candle 
each Sunday from November 29 through Christmas to mark 
our journey towards this celebration. 
 

The discipleship committee would like to invite you to bring 
this tradition home and mark the weeks of Advent with your 
own wreath. We are offering an Advent Wreath Workshop to 
take place after dinner in the Fellowship Hall on November 
18. We will provide the greenery, candles and oasis; you 
bring a pie or tin plate and $5. In order to purchase the right 
amount of supplies, please sign up in Sunday School, at 
Wednesday night supper or in the church office. Watch for 
more information over the next couple of weeks to help ease 
you into the Advent season. We want the church to be a 
place you visit that also makes you think, “Christmas 
already?” 

"16th  Annual  Joanne  Jordan  
Memorial  Meal  Project" 2009  Free  

Thanksgiving  Meal 
 

 For the 16th year, the Emmanuel Sunday School 
Class, of the First Baptist Church of Mt. Airy, will be 
delivering turkey meals on Wednesday, November 25, to 
less fortunate families in our area. 
* Each meal consists of a 10-12 lb. turkey, dressing, gravy, 
sweet potatoes, macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce, 
dinner rolls, and a pumpkin pie.  These meals are prepared 
and boxed by a local grocery store. 
* The amount of food for each meal is enough to feed a 
family of 4-5 people. 
* This is the 12th year that 1 copy of the New Testament 
will be sent with each meal. 
* An amount of $33.00 is a suggested donation amount 
that would cover the cost of 1 boxed meal (for a family of 4-
5), and 1 New Testament.   Any extra amount will be used 
to buy more meals. ALL DONATIONS ARE USED 
TOWARD THIS PROJECT, AND THERE ARE NO 
ADMINISTRATIVE FEES. 
* Over the past 15 years, the First Baptist Church and 
other area churches, have helped feed and minister to a 
total of around 2084 local area families, approximately 
7582 total area children and adults. 
* Volunteers are also welcome to help deliver the meals. If 
any church group would like to help deliver, they can call 
the First Baptist Church at 786-5185 for more details.       
* If any church group or individual would like to make a 
donation, they can mail a check, made out to “FBC-
Thanksgiving Meals”,  to First Baptist Church, 714 N. Main 
St., Mt. Airy, N.C. 27030, or bring it by the church office. 
* Your donation will be greatly appreciated by those 
families who realize that area churches really do care 
about the needs of others. 
***CHURCH  VOLUNTEERS  ARE  ALWAYS  WELCOME  
TO  DELIVER*** 
* For further information, please call First Baptist Church at 
786 - 5185  

Daylight Savings Time Ends this Sunday, 
November 1.  Please remember to move your 
clocks BACK 1 hour. 

Harvest for Hunger Thank You 
With your contributions of food and money, we were able to 
collect the equivalent of 3,725 items of non-perishable food to 
help fight hunger here in Surry County.  We will be 
distributing these to Yokefellow Ministries, Foothills Food Pantry 
and also Salvation Army whose food bank was 
empty.  within the next week. Thank you so much 
for your generosity.        —-First Baptist WMU 



Caring and Sharing in Our Church Family  
1 Corinthians 12:14 and 26 

Write a note, make a telephone call, or pay a visit to the following: 

SYMPATHY 
To family of Beola Tolbert in her death 

HOMEBOUND 
Alice Francis 

1000 Ridgecrest Lane #210, Mt. Airy 
Ruby Hall 

162 Florida Ave., Mt. Airy 
COLLEGE 

Lauren Glass 
UNCW Station CB#20189, 601 S College Rd 

Wilmington, NC 28403-3201 
Audrey Hudson 

P.O. Box 7745, Hickory, NC 28603-7745 

PASTOR TO PEOPLE 

Office and Staff Schedule 
 The Personnel Committee has asked that we clarify 
the office and staff schedules. 
The office is open Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
Heather’s hours are 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.  Marie’s hours are 
usually 8:30 am – 1:30 pm.  In the past the part time secretary 
did not work on Mondays and it has really helped to have 
Marie here on Mondays.  Her hours were increased from 20 
hours a week to 25 hours a week.  On weeks when Heather is 
away for vacation or in case of illness, Marie will work for her 
when possible.  No additional hours were budgeted for her 
position so when she works for Heather, she will have to 
reduce her hours at other times, which will temporarily alter the 
stated schedule. 
 The ministers’ schedule is not limited to the hours the 
office is open, nor is our work confined in the office.  We are 
usually in the office well beyond the regular office hours.   We 
are on call on all days and at all hours.  Since our ministry 
involves us on Sunday and usually on Saturdays too, we each 
have one day during the week that is designated as our day 
off.  The nature of church work is such that the designated day 
often does not work out but it is important for us to have a day 
so named.  The days off for each of us is as follows: Chris – 
Thursday; Linda – Friday; Roger – Monday. 
 The weekly staff meeting is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. 
each Tuesday.   We are thankful for a generous group of 
volunteers who help us answer the phones and greet people 
while we are in staff meeting.  The nature of church is such 
that sometimes the staff meeting has to be cancelled or 
rescheduled but we attempt to maintain the stated time. 
 

Invitation to Join Diaconate in Seminar 
 This coming Sunday evening at seven o’clock the 
congregation is invited to join with our deacons in a seminar 
entitled Journeying through Grief.  None of us like grief and 
may rather avoid any discussion of it.  The fact is, however, 
that grief is a part of life.  Grief is the pain we experience over 
any significant loss.  While we usually associate grief with the 
loss of a loved one through death, we can also experience it in 
moving to a new city, a child going off to college, losing a job, 
declining health and a host of other life experiences. 

The printed material for our seminar is produced by 
the well respected Stephen Ministries and is in four small 
booklets, A Time to Grieve, Experiencing Grief, Finding Hope 
and Healing, and Rebuilding and Remembering.  Those titles 
underline one word in the seminar title.  Journeying Through 
Grief.   

Our leader for the seminar is Reverend Wade Tucker 
who is well trained and experienced in church ministry and in 
leading conferences like this one. 

 Come join us Sunday night at seven o’clock in the 
Fireside Room.  Here is an opportunity to gain some 
understanding and ability not only for our grief experiences in 
life but also to be better prepared to minister to others. 

 
      

  Grace and peace, 
      

  Roger 

����BULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARD����    
  Please Come to Dinner 

November 4 
Menu:  Vegetable Soup 

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS… 
 

…a cow to provide milk for my family. 
For a second year FBCYouth and 
the BIG Kids (this year for the first 
time) are encouraging you to make 

a donation to Heifer International this holiday season.  
Last year, over $1000 was donated and we were able to 
provide a Milk Menagerie for a village. (A Milk Menagerie 
is a Heifer, Water Buffalo and two goats)  We will be 
collecting through Christmas and would love your support 
of this fantastic project. More details will come in weeks 
to follow. 
 

…a shoebox from Operation Christmas Child. 
Our WMU is sponsoring shoeboxes for OCC 
this year.  Pick up a brochure on the glass 
table in the breezeway for gift suggestions 
and labels.  Please leave your shoeboxes 

on the table in the Fireside Room by Sunday, November 
15.  They will be taken on to a collection site later that 
week. 
 

…an Angel Tree Gift 
FBC Youth will also be sponsoring Angel Tree 
gifts for children and adults with disabilities.  More 
details at a later date. 

To Andy Webb and his Aunt LuEva Bray in the birth of 
her 4th great grandchild.  A little girl born October 20 
named Kara Jan Nauman 



Chris Column 
First Thanks 
We are on the cusp of the season for offering thanks to all the 
people in our lives who help make them go or make them better.  
This week I want to thank the saints who supported Trunk-or-
Treat on Sunday.  It is such a simple thing, show up, smile, pass 
out candy…yet it goes a long way to building bridges with our 
younger families, guests, and members of the community who 
stop by. 
These days, life constantly moves and quickly changes.  Being a 
young parent is hard (I confess).  That is why I hope this church 
will work to be a sanctuary for young families with kids who need 
a safe place, a place that loves and supports them, and a church 
they can call home.  Supporting Trunk-or-Treat is a simple, but 
very important step.  Thank you. 
 

Team Marathon 
Our pot-luck family Pasta Dinner will be at 6pm on Friday the 6th 
in the Youth basement below the Fellowship Hall.  Bring your 
families and we will coordinate over email regarding what to 
bring.  Then, we will run Saturday Morning.  See you before 8 at 
RCC. 
 

Youth News 
 Angel Tree and Heifer 
This year we will be working on these two projects again with a 
slightly higher level of promotion. 
 DC*B Concert 
We have 5 tickets left for the concert on November 18.  If you 
are not yet a fan, you may be after the show, but at least you will 
have had a great night with some great Mexican food.  Please 
join us. 

y. 
We are scheduled for weekly gatherings of y. on Wed. Nights at 
7:45 in the basement.  Join us each week thorough Nov. 11. 
 

BIG Kids News 
 M-n-M 
Don’t miss Missions-n-More each Wed at 6:30.  We have great 
fun as we learn. 
 A Christmas Carole 
Lets go to watch the new movie together on November 8.  Time 
TBD, but get your homework done early that week so we can 
kick off the holidays with movie magic. 
 

Book Club 
November 4’s book will be A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah.  
It is available in the office for $10.  Our book for December 2 is 
The Last Lecture.  It will be available soon. 
 

intl-2010 
Our next meeting will be Sunday November 8 at 5pm.  At that 
time, we will have a prospective project, costs, and begin 
developing a fundraising plan.  If you have input or questions 
between now and then, contact Chris. 

Grace Notes 
 

As I listened to Brandon Hiatt and John Kerley read 
scripture Sunday after dedicating their sons to the Lord, I 
realized that many of you can remember Brandon and John 
being nurtured and taught by this church through their 
childhood and youth.  Before we know it, their children, 
McKennon and Corbin, will grow through childhood and 
youth into adults.  Those of us who have had children grow 
up in the church will be forever grateful to the saints who 
helped us raise them.  Our young families continue to need 
encouraging saints as they grow in their commitment to the 
Lord.  Bringing up children is the hardest job in the world, 
and parents need all the help they can get.  How can we 
help them?  Most importantly, we can let them know we 
care about them.  We can know their children’s names.  We 
can watch for birthdays and special accomplishments.  We 
can decorate our car trunks for “Trunk or Treat” and spend 
time with them.  We can give parents a much-needed break 
for their own spiritual development by helping out in the 
nursery, Kids’ Korner, or by teaching their children.  Of 
course, we can pray for our young families and for our 
church, that it will be a happy place of growth for all of us. 

On the Christian calendar Sunday is All Saints Day.  
We give thanks for the saints, including loved ones, who 
have died and who have helped to form us in faith.  We are 
comforted to know that some day we will be united with God 
and all the saints. We are grateful to the saints still among 
us for their example and teaching. 

Sing to the Lord! 
Linda 

Staff Anniversary 
Linda Denney, Minister of Music 

4 years of service 
November 1, 2009 
Thank you Linda! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To many a pop tab is just a piece of aluminum with one 
purpose—to open a can.  But to the Ronald McDonald 
House the pop tab is a valuable resource.  Collected pop 
tabs are recycled, generating much needed funds to 
support the House.  Please help us support the Ronald 
McDonald house by bringing in your can tabs.  You can 
get these off of any kind of can including soda cans. 

JOIN PRIME TIMERS FOR A FUN TRIP TO HEAR 
CARL HURLEY & JEANNE ROBERTSON 

Stevens Center, Winston-Salem, Nov. 10 
Bus leaves church at 12:30pm 

Laughing starts at 2,  
eat at K & W at 5:00pm 

Reservations & $29 cost due to the church 
by November 6 

The Mary Rowe Mission Action Group will meet in 
the Fellowship Hall following worship on Sunday, 
November 8.  Come join us for a time of fellowship and 
sharing Christian love. 



Friends Feeding Friends Christmas Bags 
There is still time to include Feeding Friends Christmas 
Bags in your holiday giving.  We will be preparing bags 
for both children and adults.  You may bring small gifts for 
either by the church office, or you may 
contribute money by marking your 
envelope “Feeding Friends Christmas 
Gift.”  Please turn in your contribution 
by the first week of December. 

 

Statistics                                        Date: 10-25-09 

Sunday School Enrollment   369       

Sunday School Attendance       150  

Worship Attendance 224  

Tithes and Offerings This Week     To Date 

Weekly Needs $9,558.00 $410,994.00 

Budget Offering $6,826.86 $394,576.72 

Amount Needed/Budget $2,731.14 $16,417.28 

Designations $6,956.68 $134,831.43 

Total Offering $13,783.54 $529,408.15 

Designations   

Building Fund $2,979.00  

Wednesday Night Meals $268.20  

Miscellaneous $568.50  

Designated Missions $3,140.98  

Loan   

Building Fund Bal to Date $8,853.00  

Loan Bal as of 10-6-09                    

            Building $260,178.23  

            Bus $29,842.90  

Church Staff: Dr. Roger Gilbert, Pastor (email: roger@fbcmountairy.org); Rev. 
Chris Aho, Associate Minister (email:chris@fbcmountairy.org); Linda Denney, 
Minister Through Music (email: linda@fbcmountairy.org); Joyce Simmons, 
Accompanis t;  Heather Sawyers , F inancial  Secretary  (emai l : 
heather@fbcmountairy.org); Marie Conzone, Church Secretary (email: 
marie@fbcmountairy.org); Phone 336-786-5185; Fax: 336-789-3982. 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK 
John & Bobbie Collins 

Ministry for Sunday, November 1: Sermon: Dr. Roger Gilbert; 
Scripture:  Mark 12:28-34; Sunday School Greeters:  Bobby & 
Bonnie Watson; After Worship Greeters: John & Bobbie 
Collins; Kid’s Korner: Carole Kerley; Nursery Workers: Henri 
Bingman, Amy Wilson, Nicole Jordan, Susie Jordan; Sound: 
Paul Madren & James Hayes 
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OPEN DATES IN FLOWER CALENDAR FOR 
COMING YEAR 

The following dates are open: 
January 24                         March 21 
May 16                               June 6 and 13 
If you would like to place flowers in the 
sanctuary for one of these dates please call Inglis Rowe 
at 789-4854. Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 

Monday, November 2 
10:00am at the SBA Resource Center 

7:00pm at Fancy Gap and Westfield churches 
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SUNDAY, November 1, 2009 
                   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
     9:15am    Prayer Time—Kudzu Room 
     9:45am    Sunday School 
   11:00am    **The Church at Worship & Praise 
     3:00pm     Crop Walk for Hunger 
     6:30pm     Granite City Ringers 
     7:00pm     Diaconate Meeting w/ Wade Tucker speaking 
MONDAY, November 2, 2009 
                   BAPTIST WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
   12:30pm     Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
    1:30pm     PrimeTimers Singers 
     6:30pm     Cub Scout Meeting 
TUESDAY, November 3, 2009 
                    NO STAFF MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, November 4, 2009 
      5:00pm   Children’s Choir/Preschool Missions 
      5:45pm   Family Night Meal– Reservations by 4pm Tues 
      6:30pm   Children’s Missions, M-n-M for Big Kids                                                                          
      7:30pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
      7:45pm    y.  - Youth Bible study 
THURSDAY, November 5, 2009 
     5:30pm    *Feeding Friends Meal—Fellowship Hall 
     6:30pm    Prayer Shawl—Fireside 
     7:00pm    *Boy Scouts—Scout Hut 
FRIDAY, November 6, 2009 
     5:30pm    Pasta Dinner for Team Marathon 
SATURDAY, November 7, 2009 
     8:00am    Team Marathon 
SUNDAY, November 8, 2009 
     9:15am    Prayer Time—Kudzu Room 
     9:45am    Sunday School 
   11:00am    **The Church at Worship & Praise 
     3:00pm    Granite City Ringers Rehearsal, 5:30pm Dinner 
      

     *Community Ministry   **Hearing Assists / Valet Parking Available 
upon request  -  Wheelchair spaces available in the sanctuary for the 
convenience of those who need to stay in their chair. 


