Listen to the New Testament for Lent?

As Baptists, we claim to be people of the “Book.” But, if
we are honest with ourselves, we don’t spend enough
time with the Bible to let it meaningfully impact our lives.
Our church is joining with other Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship churches to receive a free audio New
Testament on an MP3 disc — one for every man,
woman and child in our church!

Please join the Discipleship Committee to covenant
during Lent (February 17 — April 3) to listen every day, 28
minutes a day, for forty days. Using the Faith Comes By
Hearing disc, you will hear the entire New Testament
read to you with more than 180 characters, original music
and sound effects.

Beginning Sunday, January 31, the Discipleship
Committee will pass out these discs at the conclusion of
the worship service in the Sanctuary. You can also pick
yours up in the breezeway or the church office. Be sure
to get one for every adult in your home and one for every
child too (the children’s version includes primary Old
Testament stories, harmonized Gospels and 82 original
songs).

Don’t worry if you're not sure how to use an MP3 file (it
can be played on any computer with a CD and/or DVD
drive, a home DVD player, a portable MP3 player (such
as an |-Pod) or on newer CD players (with the label MP3
compatible) ). If you need help, a “how to” video link will
be on our church website (www.fbcmountairy.org). Also,
the AV Committee will be available for questions.

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) is engaging in
this project so that together, we will be more deeply
formed in Christ-likeness and more committed to our
mission of redemption in the world. This program is
carried out in partnership with Faith Comes By Hearing
thanks to a generous grant from a CBF-supportive
foundation. We hope that you will feel compelled to pass
along this generous gift to others — both literally (share
your disk when you are finished) and monetarily (through
an offering). Faith Comes By Hearing produces audio
Bibles in over 414 languages, so far, for people groups
around the world. Because of illiteracy, these groups may
never hear the gospel unless it's given to them in an
audio form. In mid-March, we will take up an offering to
sponsor a New Testament recording. Continued...

CELEBRATING
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Music stirs the soul and connects our knowledge of God
with our inner experience of God. Singing together allows
us to touch the mystery of God's abundant grace.
Supplementary resources for Celebrating Grace include
congregational anthems, in which the congregation sings
from the hymnal while the choir and accompanists use
enhanced arrangements. Everyone present becomes part
of an inspiring, transforming musical experience.

Congregational Anthems with New
Hymnal for Baptist Worship

To contribute hymnals, at a cost of $20 each, offering
envelopes with information on how to honor or memorialize
special people are available in the breezeway. Information
is also available in the church office.

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly
The annual CBFNC General Assembly this
ey year will be at First Baptist Church of
" Winston-Salem, March 19-20. Since that is
a close location, perhaps more of you will be able to attend.
Dr. Cecil Sherman will be the preacher for the Friday night
worship service at 6:45 p.m. The fellowship meal prior to
worship will be from 4:45 to 6:15. Reservations for the
meal received by March 1 are $10, after March 1 they will
be $12. If you would like to make your reservations through
our church office, contact Heather Sawyers or Marie
Conzone. You may also make your reservations and receive
additional information on line at

www.cbfnc.org. 9

Sellowship

It costs almost $26K for the entire audio New Testament to be
translated and produced. We can be a part of sending the
Word of God to the ends of the earth!

If you have any questions or would like testimony about this
project, contact one of the Discipleship Committee members:
Natalie Aho, Gilbert & Mellie Huffman, Jennifer Hiatt, Mike
Marion and Cathy Parker or speak with Pastor Roger Gilbert.

Let the Holy Spirit transform you as you listen to the pure
words of Scripture during the season of Lent!




PASTOR TO PEOPLE

Luke 13:1-4 records that a listener told Jesus about
the terrible slaughter of some Galileans by Pilate’s soldiers.
The way Jesus responded to them tells me that the tone of
the conversation must have been judgmental in the sense
of, “they had it coming to them.” Jesus asked them if they
thought this happened to those people because those
people were worse sinners than the rest of the Galileans.
He then told the crowd about eighteen people who were
kiled when the Tower of Siloam fell and asked if they
thought this happened because those eighteen were worse
than the rest of the people in Jerusalem. After both of these
stories Jesus said, “No...but unless you repent you will all
likewise perish.”

From that passage as well as much of the teaching
of Jesus, we learn that it is not our role to make judgmental
declarations or speculations about why disasters fall on
other people. He makes the point that we are all sinners, so
if God were to distribute judgment equal to sin, we are all “in
a heap of trouble.”

When Pat Roberson makes judgmental declarations
about why the earthquake happened in Haiti, or Rush
Limbaugh attempts to turn help for the Haitians into political/
racist ammunition, we need to consider the source and
move on to what Jesus taught us about loving our neighbor,
feeding those who are hungry, and helping those in need.

There are numerous legitimate avenues for sending
aid to the suffering Haitians. Merle Andrews and |
discussed this last week and agreed that since we are
already involved in and support North Carolina Baptist Men,
one of the finest disaster recovery organizations in the
nation, it seems logical for this to be the way our church
chooses to send aid. So, if you want to help through our
church, make your check out to First Baptist Church and
indicate that it is for Haiti Disaster Relief. The church will in
turn forward the funds received to North Carolina Baptist
Men for Haiti disaster relief.

Some of you have expressed interest in going to
Haiti. Bobby Watson is staying in close touch with Baptist
Men and when the time is right will probably be taking a
group down there. Let Bobby know of your interest in going
or contact Baptist Men at gmoss@ncbaptist.org or call 800-
395-5102, extension 5606.

Seeing and hearing what the Haitians are going
through is a sobering reminder that suffering and disasters
have always been a part of the reality of life as members of
the human family. Those television images also raise the
disturbing awareness that such could happen right here in
Mount Airy. Perhaps that is a hint of what Jesus was saying
in the Luke 13 passage. Our priority is not to levy
judgments about what happens to others but rather to look
to the quality of our own lives. Jesus teaches us that the
quality of our lives is at least partially measured by such
actions as giving a cup of cold water, feeding the hungry,
looking out for the orphans.

Grace and peace,
Roger

BULLETIN BOARD

Please Come to Dinner
January 27

Menu: Sausage, Bacon,
Eggs, Gravy Biscuits

Welcome New Member!
The First Baptist Church family
welcomes new members George &
Judy Powers who joined by letter from
Bangor Baptist Church on 1/17/10.
They live at 150 Hutchens Street, Mt.
Airy.

Caring and Sharing in Our Church Family

1 Corinthians 12:14 and 26

Write a note, make a telephone call, or pay a visit to the following:

SYMPATHY

To Heather Sawyers in death of her aunt, Sarah Lou Dawson

COLLEGE
Michelle Blood
04740 Tucker Hall, Raleigh, NC 27607-0747
Sarah Brannock

Salem College, 601 S Church St, Winston Salem, NC 27101-5376

HOMEBOUND
Polly Simmons
3306 Summit Hills Trl, Mt. Airy
Audrey Slate
922 Spring St, Mt. Airy
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Ron Ellis 1/18 Zeb Stroup
Scott Wilson 1/18 Katie Hiatt
Harold Stone 1/19 Brabara Blood
Jeff Brinkley 1/19 | John Brewington Jr.
Minnie Loflen 1/19 Audrey Hudson

Carroll Hooker 1/19 Helen Marshall
Merle Andrews 1/19 Kerry Collins
John Edinger 1/20 Tom Webb
Sonny Hennis 1/20 Becky Sumner
Benny Brannock 1/21 Mac Sumner
Meredith Marion 1/22 Virginia Speight
Dora Gwyn 1/22 Mike Marion
Phillip Hart 1/23 Charles Hill
Maude Morris 1/24 Daron Atkins
Peyton Harmon 1/25 Casey Sumner
Joe Marshall 1/26 Ron Niland
Jeff Pearson 1/26 Kelley Marshall
John Sanders 1/28 Phil Mappa
Gavin French 1/28 Maggie Moore
Thomas Hammock 1/28 Pennie Slate
Rex Tilley 1/29 Evelyn Johnson
Laura Judd 1/29 Mack Wood

Julie Bray 1/30 Eleanor Brown




Chris Column

Chris’ Column
Give again?

Well, yes. Once again, the BIG Kids and Youth Souper
Bowl of Caring Collection drive is beginning on the heels
of the holiday season. | know you have already given to
Heifer, International missions, shoeboxes, and even
Harvest for Hunger, but we have one last push in our
winter missions support and | hope you will help.
Again, we will be competing with First Presbyterian, Grace
Moravian and Central Methodist to see who can collect the
most cans of soup. So, beginning this Sunday, you can
leave you cans in the breezeway. We will collect soup and
money through Feb. 7 and on the 21* of Feb. we will bring
our cans to the party and count them. We hope to come
out on top because it will greatly help Yokefellow and the
people in our community who are in great need.

Book Club

Did you read about Hot, Flat and Crowded last week? If
not, get last week’s Announcer out of your unread mail pile
(you have one of those too, right?) or click over to
fbcmountairy.org and read about our next book discussion
which will be Feb 3, and our field trip which will be Feb 10.
Copies of Hot, Flat and Crowded are available in the office
for $10.

Youth News

y.
There will not be y next Wednesday, January 27 but join
us Wednesday, February 3 @ 7:45pm in the basement.
On Feb 10, we will join the Book Club for the trip to hear
Thomas Friedman speak at Wake Forest University.
Souper Bowl of Caring

Collection drive is beginning now. Rally will be Sunday
Night, Feb. 21.

BIG Kids

M-n-M
Join us each Wednesday after dinner at 6:30. We go to
the basement to learn about love, faith, and missions. It is
not always super fun (Wii time) but it is always good. And,
in the long run, good is better than fun.

Grace Notes

It is remarkable how many personal connections |
have heard to the dreadful situation in Haiti. My first
concern upon hearing news of the earthquake was for
Steve and Nancy James, CBF field personnel in Haiti.
They came out of my home church in Burnsville, and
that church supports them in many ways. | was
relieved to hear that the James were in the U.S. at a
conference when the quake struck. Their home is
about 100 miles from Port au Prince, so it was not
damaged. | was taken aback to read that a friend of
Joe’s and mine from Burnsville, Dr. Arch Woodard,
was staying in their home while the James were gone.
They are now back in the country, | think, and | have
wondered if Arch stayed on to help. | know you join
me in praying for the safety of all offering aid and
medical care. When | watch local news | am struck by
stories of people and churches that have a connection
because of mission trips to Haiti, and | am sure that
we will have our own stories as some of us go to help
rebuild.

Hymnals

Hymnal donations are coming in, which is very
exciting for our worship. Each week we will sing
hymns that are in the new hymnal, so if it is a familiar
hymn, it will still be there. The new ones often use
familiar tunes. This week we will repeat a hymn from
last week’s service, We All Are One in Mission,
because it is a perfect ending for Roger’'s sermon on
using our individual gifts as the unified body of Christ.

Sing to the Lord!
Linda

TPIN (The People In Need) Organization Needs
The TPIN is running a year long drive to collect
Blankets, Coats & Gloves for their homeless
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men’s shelter they are saving to build here in

Surry County. If you would like more information
you can call them @ 336.648.6173 or emalil
tominman2001@yahoo.com.

®

Responding to Suffering in Haiti

One excellent avenue for helping with the relief efforts
in Haiti is through the North Carolina Baptist Men.
Indicate on your envelope, “NC Baptist Men: Haiti
Disaster Relief.”

PRAYER ROOM

We are pleased to announce that we have
a new Prayer Room! The room is located
in the same suite as the Seekers Sunday
school classroom, the ‘hand bell room’ and
the Ladies restroom on the first floor of the
middle building---directly across from the
elevator. The Master's Loft Sunday
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School class, the Diaconate Prayer Team and the
Hearts and Hands Prayer Shawl ministry are sharing
this room. The Sunday morning prayer time will also
be held in this room at 9:15, and the Sunday school

class will meet at the usual 9:45 am time. The
Diaconate prayer team will meet in this room and their
“prayer table” is located in the room as well. The
Hearts and Hands group will meet in the prayer room
on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. Their
materials and the prayer shawls are also stored
here. Please feel free to stop by and take a look, leave
a prayer request on the table, sign out a prayer shawl
to take to someone in need or just sit and relax in a
peaceful, quiet place.




Statistics Date: 1-17-10
Sunday School Enroliment 371
Sunday School Attendance 159
Worship Attendance 187
Tithes and Offerings This Week To Date
Weekly Needs $9,690.00 $29,070.00
Budget Offering $6,275.53 $17,640.24
Amount Needed/Budget $3,414.47 $11,429.76
Designations $2,041.00 $4,679.00
Total Offering $8,316.53 $22,319.24
Designations
Building Fund $544.00
Wednesday Night Meals $243.00
Miscellaneous $412.00
Designated Missions $282.00
Ben Brannock Bus Fund $40.00
Hymnals $520.00
Loan
Building Fund Bal to Date $4,919.00
Loan Bal as of 12-4-09

Building $243,500.37

Bus $24,482.40

The Week Ahead

SUNDAY, January 24, 2010
9:15am  Prayer Time—Prayer Room
9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am  **The Church at Worship & Praise
5:30pm  Granite City Ringers
TUESDAY, January 26, 2010
7:30pm  Personnel Committee Meeting
WEDNESDAY, January 27, 2010

5:00pm  Children’s Choir/Preschool Missions

5:45pm  Family Night Meal- Reservations by 4pm Tues
6:30pm  Children’s Missions, M-n-M for Big Kids
6:30pm  Quarterly Church Conference

7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal

7:45pm y. - Youth Bible study

THURSDAY, January 28, 2010
5:30pm  *Feeding Friends Meal—Fellowship Hall
7:00pm  *Boy Scouts—Scout Hut
SUNDAY, January 31, 2010
9:15am  Prayer Time—Prayer Room
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  **The Church at Worship & Praise

Quarterly Business Conference

Financial Report
December 31, 2009

Cash balances as of 12-31-09
General Fund
Perpetual Fund
Boggs Scholarship Fund
Irvin Gentry End. Fund
Building Fund
Ben Brannock Bus Fund
Willard Benevolent Fund
Maintenance Reserve Funds
Restricted Music Funds
Other Funds

Loan balances
Building loan as of 12-31-09
Bus loan as of 12-31-09

Contributions as of 12-31-09
General Fund ($7,121 over budget)
Building Fund
Ben Brannock Bus Fund
Restricted Music Funds

Total budgeted expenses
($9,438 under budget- we have spent less than we budgeted)

Budget surplus to date
(we have spent less than we've taken in)

Mission Expenditures as of 12-31-09
Budgeted missions
Unbudgeted missions
(home/world missions/Soup Kitchen/etc)

Interest paid on debt as of 12-31-09

$34,359

$44,553

$135,559
$500
$69,176
$9,362
$11,390
$3,864
$5,213
$34,842
$9,645

$313,910

$250,201
$28,346

$504,119
$80,917

5:30pm  Granite City Ringers

*Community Ministry **Hearing Assists / Valet Parking Available
upon request - Wheelchair spaces available in the sanctuary for the
convenience of those who need to stay in their chair.

Memorials And Honorariums

Ben Brannock Bus Fund

In memory of lva Marshall by:
Charles and Barbara Hill

In memory of Alice Francis by:
Charles and Barbara Hill

Friends Feeding Friends
In honor of Gene and Lydia Garland by:
Tim Norman
CBF Missions
In memory of Alice Francis & lva Marshall by:
Jackson-Meeks Circle

DEACONS OF THE WEEK
Paul Beasley & Cathy Akers

$6,872
$8,728

$487,560

Ministry for Sunday, January 24: Sermon: Dr. Roger Gilbert;
Scripture: | Corinthians 12:12-30; Sunday School Greeters:
Steve & Buffy Fussell; After Worship Greeters: Paul Beasley
& Cathy Akers; Kid’s Korner: Linda Hiatt & Robin Draughn;
Nursery Workers: Henri Bingman & Becky Kessler, Julie &
Dean Bray; Sound: Danny Judd & Andy Webb

$16,559

$57,116

Church Staff: Dr. Roger Gilbert, Pastor (email: roger@fbcmountairy.org); Rev. Chris Aho,
Associate Minister (email:chris@fbcmountairy.org); Linda Denney, Minister Through Music
(email: linda@fbcmountairy.org); Joyce Simmons, Accompanist; Heather Sawyers, Financial
Secretary (email: heather@fbcmountairy.org); Marie Conzone, Church Secretary (email:
marie@fbcmountairy.org); Phone 336-786-5185; Fax: 336-789-3982.

$101,669

$17,666
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